
WHAT IS A 
TEXAS PROBATE

The length of the Probate process is determined by State Law and can 

vary depending on how many assets the estate contains, the amount of 

debt, the number of beneficiaries, and whether any of the Probate 

process includes a contested hearing.

THE PROBATE PROCESS APPLIES BOTH WHEN:

Texas probate is designed to work efficiently. If your estate 

contains a properly executed Will and a judge agrees that it 

qualifies for an "Independent Administration," the process 

is usually streamlined and can be completed with very little 
court supervision.

TEXAS IS KNOWN 
FOR SIMPLE, EFFICIENT PROBATE

THE TEXAS PROBATE PROCESS REQUIRES:

WHEN PROBATE ISN’T NECESSARY

HOW LONG TO PROBATE A WILL IN TEXAS?

KINDS OF TEXAS PROBATE

ASSETS THAT CAN BE TRANSFERRED TO THE NEW OWNER 

OUTSIDE OF PROBATE, INCLUDE:

THE PROBATE PROCESS INCLUDES:

ALL PROPERTY ACCOUNTED 

FOR IN AN INVENTORY AND 

DISBURSED PROPERLY

DECEASED'S DEBTS PAID REMAINING ASSETS 

DISTRIBUTED ACCORDING 

TO PROVISIONS OF THE 

WILL, OR

PROPERTY DISTRIBUTED 

ACCORDING TO TEXAS LAW 

REGARDING INTESTACY, 

IF THERE IS NOT A 

PROPER WILL.

Community property with right of survivorship

Payable-on-death bank accounts

Survivor’s benefits from an annuity

Property held as joint tenancy with right of survivorship

Life insurance proceeds

orking closely with a Probate Attorney is a good first 

step for anyone who finds that he/she is an executor or 

beneficiary of a Will. The Probate Attorney should help 

you file the necessary paperwork and begin the 

property inventory process. 

FILING

Sending proper notice to the deceased's former 

creditors is an important step in the process. 

Texas Law dictates who and how an estate should 

re-pay creditors.

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

If you're prepared with a great estate plan and you 

have an experienced Probate attorney, the process 

is designed to be simple andstraightforward in 

Texas. Though, things can get complicated quickly 

if any unexpected situations arise.

PROBATE CAN BE SIMPLE

INDEPENDENT 
ADMINISTRATION OF 

ESTATES

DEPENDENT 
ADMINISTRATION OF 

ESTATES

OVER

 90% 
OF ALL ESTATES ARE 

EXEMPT FROM FEDERAL 

ESTATE TAXES

MORE THAN

 80% 
OF THE ESTATES PROBATED 

IN TEXAS ARE INDEPENDENTLY 

ADMINISTERED. 

Your Probate Attorney will help you post proper 

notice of the deceased's passing in a local 

publication that meats the requirements laid out 

in the Texas Probate Code.

NOTICE TO THE PUBLIC

Once the Probate process is underway, 

your Probate Attorney will help you send notices 

to the beneficiaries of the estate.

NOTICE TO BENEFICIARIES

ESTATE WITHOUT WRITTEN WILL

If your estate does not contain a proper written 

Will, you might be facing a more complicated 

Probate Process. For instance, an Heirship 

proceeding could cost upwards of $4,000 and 

require a lengthy court, administration, and 

attorney focused procedure. 

HEIRSHIP 

Texas law includes some reprieve for estates that 

do not have a proper Will, but whose estates are 

small and do not exceed a certain value. Assets 

and liabilities are analyzed when determining 

whether an estate qualified. If it does qualify, costs 

to probate are much smaller.

SMALL ESTATE AFFIDAVIT

SOMEONE DIES 

LEAVING A WILL 

SOMEONE DIES 

WITHOUT A WILL

PAID

TAX

The San Antonio Probate Attorneys with the The Coquat Law Firm can help you 

through the stressful process of probate law. Our experienced attorneys can make sure 

that property and belongings are inventoried properly and delivered to the correct 

people or organizations, according to the wishes of the deceased family member.

CALL:

EVERYDAY IN EVERY WAY, PEOPLE COUNT ON COQUAT

ADVANTAGES OF CONSULTING WITH AN 

EXPERIENCED PROBATE ATTORNEY:

�  Will be your guide through the entire process

�  Will answer every question along the way 

�  Will appear with you in Probate Court 

�  Can help you decide which Probate avenue you   

   qualify for


